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		Poker is one of the most popular games around. It has a long history and has produced many famous moments. It is often considered a game of skill, but it also relies on luck and psychology.

There are various forms of poker, but they all share some essential elements. The game usually involves seven or more players. Each player has two cards and must use those plus five community cards to create a winning hand. Players place bets into the pot, called the “pot,” during each betting round. If all players fold at the end of a round, the remaining player collects the pot without showing their hand.

The first step in playing poker is to buy chips. Typically, each player buys in for a minimum of 200 chips. Each chip has a specific value—for example, a white chip is worth one ante or blind bet; a red chip is worth five whites. The players then arrange their chips into the pot in a circle.

After the bets are placed, the dealer shuffles and cuts the deck. The player to the left of the dealer is then dealt cards, and the betting continues in a series of rounds. During some of these rounds, the players’ hands develop by drawing additional or replacement cards, depending on the rules of the game. When the betting is over, the players reveal their hands and the highest-ranking hand wins. If there is a tie, the pot is shared.
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