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Poker is a card game in which players bet on the strength of their hand and can bluff. A poker hand consists of five cards. A higher-ranking hand beats a lower-ranking one. A player may win the pot by betting a large amount of money, or may lose the pot by revealing that he or she does not have a high-ranking hand and by conceding to the other players.

While the outcome of any particular poker hand is largely dependent on chance, good poker players will minimize the impact of variance through careful bankroll management and by playing against opponents that they have a skill edge over. Additionally, there are certain psychological tells that can be used to determine whether a player is bluffing or holding a strong hand.

A poker game can be played with any number of players, but it is most fun with six to ten players. In games with more than ten players, some sort of kitty is usually established, where each player contributes a small amount of chips to the fund every time he or she raises a bet. When the poker game ends, any money remaining in the kitty is divided evenly among all the players who are still in the game.

The rules of poker vary slightly depending on the number of players and the type of game, but most forms are similar. The object of the game is to win the pot, which consists of all bets made in a single deal. There are several different betting structures, including fixed limit, no-limit, and pot-limit.
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