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Poker is a game of chance. You begin by putting your cards face down on the table. Then, players raise or fold their initial bets as necessary. The highest hand wins the pot. The betting proceeds clockwise. There are three options for each player when betting: raising your initial bet, folding, or calling.

Always treat your opponent with respect. Do not make jokes or point out their mistakes. This can make everyone feel uncomfortable and ruin the game. It’s also completely ridiculous. Even if you lose in a similar spot to your opponent, you should never complain. It’s only natural to make mistakes, but it’s not a reason to make a big fuss over it.

The goal of the game is to build the best five-card hand you can. You continue betting until no other player remains in the game. The player with the best hand wins the pot. The pot is the sum of all the money that has been bet during the hand. If a hand ends in a draw, the money is divided between the players.

Some poker variations require a blind bet before each round of betting. The blind bet may replace the ante or be added to it. This requirement is rotated around the table each round. The player taking the blind bet must call the blind bet before checking.
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