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Poker is a card game that has been played for thousands of years. It is a game of chance and skill, and it can appeal to people of all ages.

Poker involves betting money against other players, usually with chips (a type of plastic or ceramic). The player with the best hand wins the pot.

The cards are dealt from a standard pack of 52 cards. They are ranked from high to low, and there are four suits (spades, hearts, diamonds and clubs).

Each player is dealt five facedown cards; he can discard some of them, called drawing, or keep them all. He may also choose to fold, meaning to bet none of his chips.

Betting starts with the player nearest the dealer’s left, who must bet at least an established minimum, and it continues with each betting interval. After the fourth betting interval there is a showdown, in which the hole cards are shown.

There are many different kinds of poker, but most have the same basic rules. In straight poker, each player is dealt five cards face down; the deal is interrupted for a betting interval and then by a showdown.

A poker player’s tell is the unconscious habits that reveal information about their hand. It can be as simple as eye contact or as complex as gestures. Using these tells can make a poker player stand out from the rest of the crowd.
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